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ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 OMB-01 AID-05 

NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 10-10 /065 W 

051449 

O 091015Z APR 75 

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9326 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 2396 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: PRP CASE RAISED WITH FONMQN 
REF: SEOUL 2371 

1. DURING APRIL 9 CALL ON FONMIN KIM TONG-CHO TO DISCUSS 
ANOTHER MATTER I RAISED CONCERN ABOUT EXECUTION OF EIGHT 
PRP PRISONERS. I POINTED OUT MY ANTICIPATION THAT 

THIS MOVE WOULD BRING AN EXTREMELY NEGATIVE REACTION 
IN THE US CONGRESS AND AMONG THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AT A 
TIME WHEN A REASSERTION OF THE US COMMITMENT TO KOREA 
WAS SO IMPORTANT. I TOLD KIM THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREMATURE AND UNWISE FOR THE ROKG TO ACT AS IF IT 
WERE WRITING OFF THIS COMMITMENT. I WARNED HIM 
OF POSSIBILITY THAT THE DEPARTMENT WOULD ISSUE A FAIRLY 
STRONG STATEMENT REGRETTING THE EXECUTIONS. 

2. KIM RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT ORIENTAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE US. HE COULD 
UNDERSTAND, NEVERTHELESS, REACTION IN US TO EXECUTION 
OF EIGHT PRISONERS. 
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